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On Dec. 9, the House voted 215 to 200 to prevent the Reagan administration from seeking additional
military aid for the contras from other nations. The ban would prohibit so-called "third party" contra
aid, and was approved after an acrimonious debate in which both sides invoked the Iran- contra
affair. The vote occurred as the House debated an $11.5 billion foreign aid authorization bill for the
current fiscal year. The bill passed by the House will have to go to a House-Senate conference to
resolve differences between versions passed by the two chambers. The ban on third-party aid was
added to the bill by the Foreign Affairs Committee. The 215-200 vote was on an amendment to strike
the ban from the proposed legislation. Opponents of the prohibition argued that the Iran-contra
hearings showed that other nations wanted to aid the contras and support the US government.
Supporters of the ban claimed that the third-party support was extended only because those nations
feared US criticism and retaliation. (Basic data from AP, 12/09/87) On Dec. 10, by a vote of 286 to 122,
the House approved the foreign aid authorization bill, despite statements that President Reagan
would veto any measure containing a prohibition against "third party" support for the contras.
(Basic data from AP, 12/09/87, 12/10/87)
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